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The

Student input lacking on many committees
BY ERIN GRAY

Fairfield students never seem to be
without an opinion about how this school
is managed. Yet, with the abundance of
opinions, ideas and recommendations for the
administration, students are missingone of
their greatest opportunities to be heard.
About a dozen faculty committees on
campus have spots reserved for students.
Yet in recent years, including this one, a
number of the student seats remain vacant.
"Student members are the links be-

tween committees and FUSA and
campus that would volunteer to
the students at large," said Professor
participate on committees to make
Vincent Rosivach, chair of the classure our opinions are heard," says
sical studies department. "They can
Meghan Ward'05. "But if students
make student views known to their
aren't being appointed and no one
committee and equally importantly,
tells us about it, how are we supthey can inform other students of
posed to get involved?"
their committee's w.ork."
One way students fill seats is
DUFFY
Students around campus are
through FUSA presidential appointdisappointed at the lack of opporments. Such seats include a voting
tunity and awareness with respect to filling position on the Undergraduate Curriculum
their seats.
Committee, two seats on the Public Lectures
"I think there a lot students around and Events Committee and two seats on the

Athletics Committee.
FUSA President Paul Duffy received
a memo on Sept. 6 from Secretary of the
General Faculty Irene Mulvey asking for
recommendations for students to fill the
slots.
"Many of these positions have not
been filled in the recent past and I will be
delighted if, with your help, the students
have the voice that they are entitled to and
deserve," Mulvey wrote to Duffy.
SEE "SOME" ON P.

6

More staff
in res life
disciplined
BY MEGAN

BLOWING OFF STEAM
► Photos by Chris Donato <
Under pressure: There is a leaking steam pipe near Alumni Hall, causing water to overflow and steam to rise from the corner of the parking lot
behind the RecPlex, according to a construction worker. The area and
several adjoining parking spaces have been blocked off while construction
workers develop a fix. The section of the parking lot, pictured above, has
been blocked off for more than a week.

Student athletes achieve delicate balance of class, sport and life
BY ANNE HENNESSEY

Winter break in a warm climate. Being
cheered on in front of sell-out crowds. Free
sneakers and book bags. Student athletes certainly have perks and benefits, but they also
face tough challenges in the classroom as well
as the playing field.
"Being a student athlete is harder than
most people think. You have 7 a.m. workouts,

practice, and lifting. Most of the athletes'
classes are scheduled in the morning so I'm
up early everyday," said Cathy Dash '05, tricaptain of the women's basketball team." The
life of a student athlete is more draining than
the average student because our schedule is
always full."
Being a student athlete requires responsibility, organization and time management,
especially when it comes to classes and grades.

Though not required, student athletes are
strongly encouraged to give each professor a progress report to fill out and hand
in to coaches, a way to track academic
progress.
Mary Ann Palazzi, coordinator of programs for student-athletes explained the
reasoning behind the reports.
SEE "STUDENT" ON P.
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The dismissal of the Jogues
RHC, two resident assistants in
Regis and the- sarwtKmirigof nine- --■
other resident assistants in Regis
for violations of university codes
of conduct has left Fairfield's residence life staff troubled.
Clark Callahan, the Jogues
RHC, Becky Robinson '05 and
Kevin Seville '06 resigned or were
dismissed from their positions in
residence life staff two weeks ago
after other RA's reported their
infractions.
The infractions committed by
Robinson and Seville, according
to members of residence life staff,
ordinarily would not have merited
more than a few points, a small fine
or a ding and alcohol education
class if not for their employment
positions within the university.
Robinson and Seville lost
their positions as RAs, which
included paid room and board,
a $150 stipend per semester, a
single room, staff parking sticker
\
and more.
The two had to move this
past weekend and must now pay
the remainder of their room and H
board fees for alcohol infractions
for which most students wouldn't
I
have been severely penalized.
Robinson and Seville declined
to contribute to this story.
Are student resident assistants
being held to too stringent a code
of conduct trying to balance student life and position of authority
among their peers as employees of
Fairfield University?
SEE "RAS" ON P.
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Don't be blue: Campus emergency phone fixed
BY PATRICIA MCGAHAN

Katherine D'Emic '06 usually feels safe on campus.
Yet for a couple weeks, there were times when she was
nervous walking to her townhouse.
Several weeks ago, the blue safety light outside The
Levee, near her townhouse, went out of service, causing
D'Emic to feel uneasy.
"I walk home from the library some nights after
midnight," said D'Emic. "The way to my house is dark,
wooded and quiet."
"Even though I've never had a problem or used one
of the Code Blue phones, it was reassuring to know it was
there in case something did happen," she said.
The exact date the phone outside The Levee broke is
unknown. According to Frank Ficko, associate1 director
of Public Safety;1 it Was sometime around the sifaW'bf the
semester.
"It was an intermittent problem where it would operate
sporadically," Ficko said. "At one time, the vendor arrived
to check the phone but could not recreate the problem."
"To ensure no further problems, the vendor replaced
the entire system," he said.
According to Ficko, the vendor fixed the phone on
Oct. 20.
However, many students feel the phone should have
been fixed sooner, because of the potentially life or death
importance of the system.
"I feel like things on campus get fixed pretty quickly,"
D'Emic said. "This took a long time and it was a really
important thing to fix. I think it took too long."
Katie Phelps '08 agreed with D'Emic.
"It seems like there are a lot of upperElizabeth Cooper/The Mirror
classmen that go to The Levee," she said.
No
need
for
alarm:
The
broken
Code
Blue Phone pictured
"It's in a more secluded part of campus and in the dark. If
above
and
located
outside
the
Levee
was
fixed last week
someone needed help, they might not be able to get it."
and is now perfectly functional.
According to Ficko, Public Safety checks the phones
daily and was waiting for the parts from the vendor to arrive
in order to fix the phone.
on two other phones that remain in service."
"We stumbled upon this particular problem in a routine
Fairfield University has 15 emergency Code Blue
check," Ficko said. "And we are currently replacing parts phones located throughout campus, all Of which are mapped

out on the last page of the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Crime Statistics.
Locations include all residential complexes like the
Quad, Village and Townhouses, Dolan Hall and outside
the Quick Center.
"The phones are spaced accordingly in traveled and
secluded areas," Ficko said. "We look upon the phone boxes
as a tool that we use to help keep campus safe."
"If the phone is activated, Public Safety immediately
gets dispatched to the area and the surveillance cameras on
campus focus in on that particular area," Ficko said. "Public
Safety expects a response time of one to two minutes."
According to Ficko, the phones are intended for true
emergency use only, such as witnessing an accident or seeing a suspicious person.
If a student would like an escort or a ride from Public
Safety in case they don't feel safe walking by themselves,
they should call the office but don't use the Code Blue
phones which are to be used only in cases of real emergencies.
However, true emergencies are not very common on
campus.
"We only see a handful of true emergencies come
through on the Code Blue phones," Ficko said. "They
mostly include motor vehicle accidents or medical related
athletic injuries."
"We'd much rather get a call and learn we were not
needed than to have someone overlook a situation," said
Ficko.
Students feel that the use of the Code Blue phones
should be encouraged so that students feel comfortable using them if they really need to, knowing that Public Safety
will swiftly come to their assistance.
"What's the point of having them if students are unsure
of when they can or can't use them?" said D'Emic.
"If I felt unsafe and there was no one else around,
I would want to be able to get any kind of help,"
Phelps said, "not just if it was a true emergency.
You can never be too safe. I would rather use the
phone than hesitate to do so and potentially get hurt."

Financial Aid: You can't get it unless you apply
BY MEREDITH CLINTON

With tuition increases every year, a college education
is getting harder and harder to pay for. The most obvious
solution for many students would be financial aid, right?
According to a study done by the American Council on
Education, many students don't even apply for financial aid,
giving themselves no chance of receiving any help.
The study also showed that at private colleges around
the United States, 13 percent of students who don't apply for aid could collect support.
*
Erin Chiaro, director of financial aid at Fairfield 1
University, said the numbers specific to our school
can't be exactly determined.
"Unfortunately, the only way we would know if the
student was eligible for aid would be if they applied for it.
We do not have any other information that would tell us
otherwise," he said.
Chiaro added that a lot of families don't apply for aid
because they automatically assume they won't be offered
any. But others simply miss the filing due date for the
FAFSA forms.
"Filing the FAFSA by the March 1 deadline is extremely important," he said. "Students that miss [the date]
are in jeopardy of not receiving institutional aid the following year."
Chiaro said that after the deadline, most of the money
has already been set aside for other students on a need-based
basis, and there are simply not enough funds to accommo-

date late submissions.
"I have not yet seen a year when there is any money
allotted for financial aid that is not being used," he said.

As tuition increases, it makes sense that more families
need aid to keep their children in college.
But Chiaro said that the percentage of students who
have applied for aid in the past few years has not fluctuated
much at all.
"It has only fluctuated about three to five percentage
points either way," he said.
Some students are dissatisfied with the current
system.
"I filed the FAFSA form freshman year and I
didn't get any aid both from the government or the
school," said Jennifer Feagan '06, "so I didn't bother
■ doing it this year either because it didn't seem like I
would be eligible."
She said that merit scholarships given by the Admissions Office are only available from high school.
Jenna Cullinane '06 said, "I've gotten the same
amount of financial aid every year, and this year is different
because my sister is also in school, but they still haven't
given me any more. I would think that would change, but
it hasn't."
"It's hard to manage, with school being so expensive,"
said Cullinane. "It seems like there's not enough [aid] to go
around for the people who do apply."
Chiaro recommends that everyone, even if they think
there's no chance of getting aid, should file a FAFSA
form.
"It doesn't cost any money to file the FAFSA, just a
few minutes of your time," he said.

News editor:
Megan J. Mahoney
E-mail:
themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
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Biographies of the men who wish to lead
George W. Bush, the
43 President of the United States, was
born on July 6, 1946 in New Haven,
Conn, and grew up in Midland and
Houston, Texas.
Bush received his bachelor's
degree in history in 1968 from Yale
University, and a Master of Business
Administration from Harvard Business
School in 1975.
Prior to his political involvement, Bush was a former
board member for Tom Brown Inc., a pilot in the Texas
Air National Guard from 1968 until 1973, the founder and
CEO for Bush Exploration from 1975 through 1986, and a
general partner for the Texas Rangers Baseball Organization
from 1989 until 1994.
To begin his political career, he was a candidate for the
United States House of Representatives in 1978.
Bush was elected the 46 Governor of Texas in 1994, and
was re-elected in 1998. In this office he earned a reputation
as a compassionate conservative.
He was elected President in 2000, along with running
mate Dick Cheney, after a campaign in which he presented
proposals to transform national defense, reform America's
public schools, provide tax relief, modernize Social Security
and Medicare, and encourage faith-based and community
organizations to work together with the government to help
Americans who are in need.
The Bush administration was marked by the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001. He said about this event:
"in our grief and anger we have found our mission and our
moment."
The war on terror and the advancement of human freedom have been priorities in his administration.
Bush is married to Laura Welch Bush and has two
twin daughters, Jenna and Barbara. His current hometown
is Crawford, Texas.

John Kerry was bom in
1943 at Fitzsimons Military Hopsital
in Denver, Colorado while his father
volunteered in the Army Air Corps in
World War II. As he grew up, Kerry
spent time in various boarding schools
traveling with his father, a Foreign
Service Officer in the Eisenhower
administration before entering Yale
University. After graduating with a
degree in political science, he volunteered for the US Navy
in 1966. He received a Silver Star, a Bronze Star and three
Purple Hearts although controversy has swirled around the
merit of his awards.
Returning home, Kerry became disillusioned after the
war and became the spokesman for Vietnam Veteran Against
the War (VVAW). He spoke out condemning the war after
seeing his fellow soldiers die and fight for something that
was a mistake in the first place. At a protest, Kerry ripped
the ribbons off of his medals, a symbolic gesture considering the ribbons are considered just as sacred as the medals
themselves to members of the armed forces.
Kerry then decided to attend Boston College Law
School and graduated in 1976. As a prosecutor in Middlesex
County, Massachusetts, he took a tough stance on organized
crime, rape and victim's rights.
Politics entered Kerry's life in 1982 when he was
elected Lieutenant Governor and in 1985, he was elected
to his first of four terms as Senator. He is classified as Libertarian-leaning Liberal. He accepted the nomination of the
Democratic Party this summer and his running mate is John
Edwards, a North Carolina Senator. +
Kerry married Theresa Heinz in 1995, a second marriage
for both. Kerry was previously married to his college sweetheart in 1970. They had two daughters, separated in 1982 but
did not divorce until 1988. Heinz was previously married to
Senator John Heinz who was killed in 1991 in a place crash.

Ralph Nader may have
changed the course of the 2000 election by running on the Green Party
ticket. Many people blamed Nader for
Al Gore's loss because they believe he
stole votes (three percent of the popular vote) which would have gone to the
Democratic Party and given Gore wins
in key states such as Florida. Regardless, Nader is running again this year
on the Independent Party ticket on much the same platform
as he did four years ago.
Campaigning along with his running mate Peter Camejo, Nader is fighting for some radical changes in America
that the two main parties would not come close to endorsing. A graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law
School, Nader is used to being at the center of controversy
since becoming an activist against industry in the 60's. He
wrote a book exposing flaws in the automobile industry
which resulted in legal battles against General Motors
he eventually won. In the next two decades Nader led
organizations which investigated the way government and
corporations operated, leading to the formation of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Freedom of Information
Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act.
Nader has also made a focus of his platform civil rights
issues for groups who do not get much support from major
parties such as racial minorities and homosexuals. He wants
to repeal the Patriot Act, because he believes it limits the
freedoms of Americans too much and he also wants to pull
all troops out of Iraq immediately, fearing that it is just
turning into another Vietnam.
Whether you agree with his positions or not, Nader
stands as the most prominent third party candidate and the
only challenger to the current political system in America.
While there is little chance Nader can win the election, there
is still the very real possibility he can change it.

A side-by-side comparison of key election issues and positions
George W. Bush

John Kerry

Ralph Nader

Abortion: opposed, except in cases of rape, incest of to
save the life of the woman.
1
Gay rights: backs a constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage and opposes gay adoptions.
■ Military: has not proposed increasing Army's size, but
would increase spending 4.2 percent to $380 billion.
1
Environment: Bush proposed a $1.7 billion to develop
hydrogen powered fuel cells, supports market based solutions to improve air quality and supports 1.5 mpg increase
for SUV's and light trucks by 2007.
1
Homeland security: supports labeling U.S. citizens as "enemy combatants," supports the Patriot Act, and proposed
increasing the budget to enforce immigration laws.
• Iraq: internationally Bush authorized the war to oust Saddam Hussein and his regime, proposed more than $1 billion
for the reconstruction of Afghanistan and co-sponsored the
road map plan for the peace process in the Middle East.

• Abortion: Pro-choice
• Gay rights: supports civil unions and believes gays should
have full civil union rights
• Military: modernize to better address terrorism, threats
and information gathering; ensure US has sufficiently
trained and equipped troops.
• Environment: New energy sources, cynfuel, more research; use natural resources more efficiently
• Homeland Security: New alliances worldwide, a coalition; track and stop terrorists by improving ability
to gather, analyze and share information; protect entry
points into U.S.
• Iraq: Felt that Saddam Hussein was a threat but that not
all opportunities were exhausted prior to invasion. Feels
a larger coalition would be beneficial, but is committed
to seeing through the creation of a democratic society
in Iraq.

> Abortion: Supports a woman's right to choose
• Gay rights: Backs same sex marriages equal to marriages
between a man and a woman, and all the rights that would
come from that.
> Military: Oppostes a national missile defense system,
major critic of military overspending; criticizes deployment of forces in Europe, East Asia and Iraq.
• Environment: Big proponent of efforts to improve
environmental regulations and overall environmental
conditions.
• Homeland Security: Repeal Patriot Act to remove invasions of privacy and expand civil liberties; end secret
detentions of enemy combatants and end tribunals for
citizens.
> Iraq: Fears it is becoming another Vietnam; troops should
be evacuated from the country as soon as possible before
things get worse.

1

Calling Miss Cleo: Some unusual, yet accurate, ways to predict the winner
If the Washington Redskins win their last home
game before election day, the incumbent wins, if
they lose, the incumbent goes home. Watch the
game this Sunday vs. the Green Bay Packers.
Since 1820, none of the presidents whose names
begin with a G or J sound have been re-elected.
Gerald Ford? Jimmy Carter? George Bush senior? Say goodbye, George... but John's a J...

• Since debates have been televised, the taller candidate has won, with one exception: George W.
Bush's victory in 2000. Kerry is taller, but Bush
beat the odds once.
• In the last 10 elections, Tennessee has voted
with the winnter. The latest poll conducted in
Tennessee has Bush winning by 12 points,
although Kerry is closing the gap.

- Incumbent republican presidents tend to fall when
the US basketball team doesn't take home the
gold at the Olympics. Did you see the basketball
team's performance this year? Poor Bush.
• A few observant people have noted that the person
who receives the most electoral votes generally is
the winner, a trend that's proven quite accurate.
The final tally... we hope... arrives next week.
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RAs held to higher standard
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"Resident assistants are expected to
abide by the code of conduct, just like any
other student," said Fran Koerting, director of residence life. "They are held to a
higher standard in that they are expected
to be positive role models and that their
actions may affect the integrity and respect
for the position."
The higher standard may have proven
too much for eleven RAs who have either
been dismissed or resigned over the past
seven and a half years.
Sean Barrett '05, a former RA in
Loyola who resigned last year, believes
the problems lie in the way infractions are
handled, not the code of conduct itself.
"The code of conduct isn't too stringent because part of the resident assistant
job is to be a good role model," said Barrett. "However, this is extremely difficult
when your residents are part of your social
life. Residence life has a far stricter code
for violations within the building than
outside offenses."
"I don't think the problem is with the
code but rather the way inter-office judicial issues are handled," he said. "Rather
than doing full investigations, sometimes
rumors are considered fact merely by the
word of one or two people and that is unfair
to the people involved."
RAs constantly flirt with the blurred

line between student and administrator,
a line that never quite separates the two
parts. Part of being an RA means being
recognizable on campus as an authority
figure, whether on duty or off, and being
held accountable for one's actions as a role
model at all times.
This can be a vulnerable position, as
Barrett discovered.
"The issue with rumors is that a lot
of times they get started intentionally by
residents or other RA's to get revenge on
another person," said Barrett. "People
know how damaging a stupid rumor can
be and take advantage of that."
Koerting acknowledged and sympathized with the predicament many resident
assistants face trying to maintain a social
life and a responsibility.
"The problematic aspect comes in
with constantly being in the fishbowl and
never being able to let down your guard,"
said Koerting. "We cover all this during the
selection process, training and throughout
the year but we realize it can still be difficult for some.
Michael LaBella was recently hired
as the new Jogues RHC effective November 8. The residence life department
is currently selecting candidates to fill
Robinson's position from the pool of female applicants last spring and Seville's
position from nine new male applicants,
according to Koerting.

MIRROR

Student commitment lacking
on university commitees
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

According to Duffy, he has appointed
one student to the University Council and
one to the Undergraduate Curriculum
Committee, but the other seats under his
responsibility of appointment remain
empty despite the semester being half
completed.
Appointments to these committees
cannot be taken lightly, however, as the
success of the student seats depends not on
simply having someone sit there, but having
a student who will go the extra mile to make
their voice heard.
"I have served on the Undergraduate
Curriculum Committee on two occasions
when there were students representatives,"
Rosivach said. "In one case, the student
joined actively in the work of the committee.
In the other case, the two students representatives came to one meeting."
Students need to understand their responsibilities clearly before they commit
to such work.
"As I recall, the difficulty is that much
committee and department work is rather
tedious, and students who are not stakeholders in a pressing issue tend to drift away, especially as the work looms towards the end
of the semester," noted Professor Richard
Regan of the English department.

Yet, when students take their responsibilities seriously, it seems the effects are
positive. Dean of Students Mark Reed has
served on several committees with student
members, including the most recent committee in charge of organizing the inauguration
of President Jeffrey von Arx, S.J.
"I cannot recall a bad experience working with students on committees," Reed
said.
In addition to seats by FUSA presidential appointment, some student slots on
committees are automatically designated to
certain students based on an office he or she
already holds. For example, the FUSA president serves on the crisis management team,
and the FUSA cabinet's director of academics serves on the Undergraduate Curriculum
Committee, according to Reed. Members of
the Student Court also automatically serve
on the University Judicial Board.
Professor George Lang of mathematics
and computer science feels that student seats
are effective challenge students on committees to speak their minds more frequently.
"I believe that faculty members are
quite willing to listen to a well articulated
student perspective," Lang said. "However,
a good number of our students find being in
a room full of faculty and/or administrators
sufficiently intimidating that they don't
bring a unique perspective to the table."

Mo's Wine & Spirits
Great Prices,
People & Products !

Come Celebrate Alumni Weekend
with us at Mo's !
Magic Hat Tasting Friday October 29th 4-6 pm
Magic Hat #9 12 pk
Magic Hat Fat Angel 12 pk
Magic Hat 6 Pks ALL

$11.99
$10.99
$ 5.99

Beer Specials
Natty Light 1/2 kegs

$39.99

Keystone Light 30 pk

$11.99

203.255.7623
953 Post Road, Fairfield (just south of Joe's American Grill)
We give Case Discounts* & Deliver* ....* minimums apply,
NOW Open:

Mon. ■ Wed. 9:00 - 8:00 • Thurs. ■ Sat. 9:00 - 9:00
www.moswines.com

WE CARD... so donH even think about it unless yoiCre 21!
Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices subject to change without notice.
*

*

t

*

*

p/t employment/flexible hours-earn
$30 per hour or more, with travel benefits. Call 908-431-1900x115
Staff Needed for Promotions $25/hour
Female Spokesmodels wanted to
represent premium spirits brands.
We seek energetic & outgoing individuals. Must be 21.
E-mail ctjobsusc@hotmail.com or
203/602-5030
Spring Break 2005 with STS,
America's #1 Student Tour Operator.
Hiring campus reps. Call for group
discounts. Info/Reservations
1 -800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.
$450 Group Fundraiser
Scheduling Bonus
4 hours of you group's time PLUS
our free (yes, free) fundraising solutions EQUALS $1,000-$2,000 in
earnings for your group. Call TODAY
for a $450 bonus when you schedule
your non-sales fundraiser with CampusFundraiser. Contact CampusFundraiser, (888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

CAMPUS REPS!
SPRING BREAKERS!
Earn $$ or Discount
For all the HOT Spring Break trips!
NEW - Las Vegas! Puerto Vallarta!
28 Years of Student Travel
TWO Free Trips - 15 travelers
1-866-SPRINGBreak (866-777-4642)
www.spri ng break.com
Marketing Agency seeks High Energy, Responsible individuals for
Promotional Events.
Must Have Own Vehicle. $15.00
Dollars an hour.
Call: 1-888-477-6668
http://www.HausPromotions.com
The Mirror can accept your
classified ads by e-mail too.
Starting as low as $15.
Send your classified to:
themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
along with your name and billing
information.
HOT SPRING BREAKS
Discount Coupons up to $200
Cancun, Acapulco, Jamaica &
Bahamas packages with air.
Our staff's 20th Spring Break
1-800-328-7513
www.hotspringbreaks.com

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Mark (203) 256-6594 for more information.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Rock the boat with 200 Nights
cost me $190. For that amount, I could take her out to a
Panda IV dinner eight times. I'd like to go, but I can think
Attention all seniors, it's time to mark your calendars of better ways to spend my money."
as the 200 nights until graduation is almost here is already
"200 Nights has always been successful in trying to
the end of October.
include more people," said Duane Melzer, the supervisor of
The Senior Class Council and Student Beach Residents the SBRA. "It involves a lot of planning which is expensive,
Association, SBRA, are sponsoring 200 Nights, a dinner and it is funded through the money people pay."
cruise around New York City for the senior class on Friday,
"You cruise around New York where there is dinner,
Nov. 12.
cocktails, entertainment, and dancing," he said.
"We are equally sponsoring with the
"I think $95 is a lot of money, but from hearSenior Class Council and have been working
ing
about
what 200 Nights is all about, I think it
IF YOU GO... will be well
really hard to attract more students," said Kate
worth it," said Dave Catalane '05.
200 Nights will take
Sheerin '05 SBRA secretary. "Last year there
"Obviously
I
wish the tickets were cheaper but
place Friday, Nov.
weren't as many tickets sold which meant a lot
my
roommates
and I are definitely coming." ■
12 with a dinner
of students were left out of the event. "
Last
year,
there were only 350 tickets
cruise around New
"This year we have more tickets to sell
were
available
and
only one third of the senior
York City. Tickets
and our main goal is get as many people to
class
was
able
to
attend.
go on sale Oct. 29,
come as possible," she said.
Last year was also the first year that 200
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The students are being provided transNights was held on a cruise rather than in a hotel.
portation into New York where they board
Its popularity and success prompted the SBRA
a World Yacht Cruise lines ship, The Princess, with their and the Senior Class Council to repeat the location choice.
classmates for a night of guaranteed fun.
This year, however, the sponsors involved were able
"I'm excited, it should be a really good time," said Mark to provide a bigger boat that has the capacity to hold 450
Valchuis '05. "It's a once in a lifetime event when everyone students.
will be dressed up. I think it will be good to see people in a
Tickets go on sale in the Barone Campus Center Lower
different atmosphere rather then where we always see each Lobby Friday, Oct. 29 from 12 p.m. to 4:00 pm and cost $95
other, at the grape and beach parties."
per person. This includes bus transportation to and from
"I think it's something different to do," said Tricia New York, dinner, an open bar and entertainment.
Smith '05. "I'm looking forward to it because it will be a
Seniors should remember to bring their StagCard IDs
fun change from the usual scene."
when purchasing a ticket. No exceptions will be made.
Mirror file photo
While most students are enthusiastic about the event,
In addition, no checks will be accepted; cash or credit
there are some who feel differently.
only. Seniors can purchase a ticket for a friend if they have Booze Cruise: Last year's 200 Nights crowd floated the
"My girlfriend and I will not be attending 200 Nights their friend's StagCard. ID's will be checked before board- night away and rocked the boat on a cruise around New
York City.
this year," said Mike Kozik '05. "For us to go, it would ing the bus.
BY ANNA MARINELLI
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Some faculty protest use

MIRROR

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
MARTIN O'CONNOR

of athlete progress reports
1

the policy."Performance in class, especially
grades, is private information between pro"Progress reports are given out mid-se- fessors and students. While I appreciate that
mester to each student athlete and are sent in, the athletic department is concerned about
by professors, through campus mail. It is up the athletes' progress in class, I think athletic
to the professor to fill out the progress report administrators should ask students directly
if they choose," she said. "Progress reports how they are performing in the classroom,"
are used to determine academic eligibility she said. "I don't think internal discipline
for the student athletes."
is developed by constant external control."
According to Fairfield's 2004-2005 Student athletes also face challenges in the
Student-Athlete Handbook, students are relationships with their peers.
Some students think that athletes are
eligible to participate in athletics if their GPA
is within NCAA regulations. Upon entering favored by professors and administrators
their second year, student athletes must have because of their role on campus.
a cumulative GPA of 1.8. Entering their third" JbJr "I think it's acceptable for student
year, a GPA of 1.9 is required and entering athletes to miss class for traveling to away
their fourth year, a 2.0 GPA is mandatory.
games because they're supporting our
Women's basketball coach Dianne school and promoting school spirit, but other
Nolan believes the progress reports help than that, student athletes should attend
athletes balance school and athletics.
every class," said Jillian Cocoa '05.
"Progress reports are a way for student
Many student athletes feel they have
athletes and academic advisors to get a read received an unrealistic and unfair bias.
on how the semester is going. Everyday
"Student athletes have more requireathletes put time into one activity in addition ments and pressure than regular college stuto college life," she said. "Being a student dents. Teachers aren't more lenient in grading
athlete is like having a full-time job except towards athletes, but more understanding of
you can't call in sick if your tired or have an athlete's situation," said Alvin Carter '05,
homework to catch up on."
a member of the men's basketball team.
Progress reports have been an issue on
Tyquawn Goode '05, also a basketball
Fairfield's campus because many athletes, as player, said, "Student athletes have to keep
well as professors, believe they should not a certain average to remain eligible to play
be required to have them filled out.
so keeping up grades is important. We have
Sociology professor Rose Rodrigues is to do the same amount of work as other
one of the professors who don't agree with students so we are treated equally."
CONTINUED FROM P.

Tuesday, October 19
1:38 pm - Public Safety assisted Fairfield Police in a three-car accident involving Prep
students at the Prep gate.
Wednesday, October 20
2:41 am -A non-student was arrested for trespassing and for not showing identification.
He was given a trespass notice.
Thursday October 21
5:26 am -The same non-student was arrested when it was discovered he was violating
a trespass notice he received for the first incident.
Friday, October 22
10:33 pm - Public Safety assisted student services in shutting down an unregistered
party in the townhouses.
Saturday, October 23
12:57 am -A narcotic violation in Regis was referred to judicial.
Sunday, October 24
12:49 am -A narcotic violation in the townhouses was referred to judicial.
There was a malicious activation of the Code Blue phone number seven in the townhouses. No one was found in the area.
4:30 am - A non-student was arrested for an outstanding warrant.
Tuesday, October 25
2:15 am -A car entering the checkpoint was checked, a narcotics violation was discovered and was referred to judicial.

CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Steven M. Andrews at x6529.
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Breaking down foreign policy, Iraq and 9/11
BY ELIZABETH BAE

Every seat was filled Wednesday at
the Quick Center when three-time Pulitzer
Prize winner and foreign affairs columnist
for The New York Times Thomas L. Friedman addressed what he stated was the "most
important foreign policy situation facing the
United States: Iraq."
While he supported no specific presidential candidate, The New York Times
foreign affairs columnist openly pondered,
"What would it have sounded like had
George W. Bush and John Kerry actually
had a real discussion about Iraq rather than
throw sound bites at each other?"
One of the focal points of his speech
was September 11.
"I believe 9/11 represented the third
greatest totalitarian challenge to our open
society," he said.
According to Friedman, the first greatest challenge was Marxism-Leninism which
sought to uphold the perfect class, the second challenge was Nazism which sought
to uphold the perfect race. Finally, the third
challenge was September 11 which sought
to uphold the perfect faith.
In their attacks on our open society they
"took instruments of our daily lives (planes,
tennis shoes, etc.) as suicide weapons."
Methods such as these "shake our
trust," and an open society cannot exist
unless it does so upon the very notion of
trust.

Friedman also offered an inthan God 3.0".
we want, a decent and Federal Iraq with a
depth analysis about the societal
"Context is everything" said government" and "we have every obligation
backgrounds of the 19 hijackers
Friedman more than once. He to do it so right and more than that."
on the planes. He classified them
stated that we see the "Arab world
Attendants of the forum were overall
into two groups: the "sitting around
as a string of gas stations" to which impressed with Friedman's ideas.
guys" and the "Europeans".
we say "keep the pumps open, the
A man who identified himself as
The "sitting around guys" were
prices low, be nice to the Jews, and Hymalbin called him "terrific" and said
the young people of Saudi Arabia,
you can do whatever you want in there's "nobody like him in America."
a country in which one-third of the FRIEDMAN the back."
Calling him "incredibly insighful",
population is under 15 years of age.
Friedman wonders whether anything in John Santa, a mentor in the Ignatian ResiIt is also the country with the highest Iraq is salvageable but said yes.
dential College said that Friedman possesses
population growth rate and the highest
He "hasn't given up hope because 80 a "very fair and even hand about what he's
unemployment rate, a deadly combination. percent of the country [Iraq] wants what discussing."
Friedman called the situation a "human development crisis in the Arab world."
The second subgroup of hijackers', the
"Europeans'," were born again as Muslim
radicals."
One reason for their radicalization was
Book now with
the fact that while "America aspires to be
Angela,
Ela or Jill and receive:
a melting pot, Europe aspires not to be a
melting pot."
» 25% off color and highlights
Friedman used a computer analogy to
» Women's cuts - $40
describe the other reason for their radicalization. They were raised with the idea that
"Islam is God 3.0" and "Christianity is God
Student Special
2.0, Judaism is God 1.0, and Hinduism is
God 0.0."
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The analogy compared Islamic funwith your Stag Card
damentalism intolerance of other religious
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si
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE
5:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Check-in and refreshments
6:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. Welcome and opening remarks
6:15 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Graduate program presentations
ARTS & SCIENCES
• American Studies
• Mathematics
BUSINESS
• Finance
•MBA
NURSING
• Health Care Management
• Nurse Practitioner
ENGINEERING
• Electrical & Computer Engineering
• Management of Technology
• Software Engineering
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Fairfield University
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Visit www.fairfield.edu
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Teaching & Certification
• Marriage & Family Therapy
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• Special Education
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$30 STUDENT TICKETS!
STOMP does for rhythm what
Freud did for sex!'f
-Time Out London
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THE INTERNATIONAL PERCUSSION SENSATION
Call Ticketmaster (212) 307-4100 or the Box Office
(212) 477-2477 and use code "STUD30"
ORPHEUM THEATRE, Second Ave. at 8fh Groups 1-800-677-1164
www.stomponline.com
* Valid Sept 7 - Dec 17, Tue-Fri at 8pm, Sat at 10:30pm, Sun at 3pm. Blackout dates: Oct 8-10, Nov 19-18. Subject to availability.
'an be purchased at the box office or by phone. Must present student i.D. Not valid with previously purchased tickets or in combination with
any other offer. Limit 6 tickets per order. Phone orders subject to standard service charge fees.

Alumni... keep up with news at Fairfield...
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—
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Mail subscription requests to:
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1073 North Benson Road, Box AA
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Make checks payable to The Mirror.
Subscriptions will start with the first Nov. issue and will end
with our final issue of the school year in May.
Your subscription will help continue the Mirror's growth!
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E-mail: themirror@stagweb
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Gellar's ghastly "Grudge"
BY NICK CARUSO

When someone dies in a state of horrible rage a curse
is left behind in that place forever, destroying anyone who
comes across it. Upon the death of its victims, a new curse
is born, passing from victim to victim in an endless, vicious
and murderous cycle.
When an elderly, borderline psychotic woman's
nurse, Yoko, goes missing, Karen (Sarah Michelle Gellar), an exchange student studying in Tokyo, receives her
first assignment. Little does she know that the reason for
Yoko's disappearance is the very house she was about to
step into.
"The Grudge," a remake of 2003's Japanese "Ju-On,"
has many goals, but falls somewhat short of achieving them
all. Being a Japanese remake, (like "The Ring," which
sprung from 1998's "Ringu") "The Grudge" has much
to live up to when it comes to audience expectations and
cinematic horror bliss.
"The Ring" grossed more than 128 million
dollars in the United States alone
and is deemed one of the scariest
movies of all time by many
(which is both bogus and
sad).
The big question concerning "The Grudge" is,
"How does it match up
to its standard setting
predecessor?"
One key dif- A
ference working
in "The Grudge's"
favor is that the
same writer/
director is on
board. Takashi
Shimizu co-

wrote and directed the Americanized version as well as the like Karen's did.
Japanese version. His work and eye for distinct visuals
However, the depth of Karen can be debated. I found
definitely sets the film aside from the other trite and eye- myself wanting more from the character itself. Gellar took
rollingly predictable U.S. slasher flicks.
the role to its limits, but by the end, the audience can't really
What "The Grudge" succeeds in is very out-of-the-box say they know her. The relationship between Karen and
for most modern scary movies. Told slightly out of order Doug, her boyfriend who is also studying abroad, is very
and with intense flashbacks, the fragmented storytelling one-dimensional and is breezed over quite quickly, probably
was definitely a forte. Halfway through, I couldn't think of a fault of the writing. (Where's Angel when you need him?)
even one way the movie could have ended because I wasn't Although Gellar's performance added strength to the film,
finished piecing together the puzzle that
Karen just wasn't one of Gellar's stronger
characters
("Buffy" and "Cruel Intentions"
Shimizu carefully planned out for me.
FUCK FACTS
I would not call the movie totally
come to mind).
Rating:
unpredictable, however. There are only
Perhaps the worst aspect of "The
so many times a character can creep up to
Grudge" is its climax or lack thereof. Without giving away spoilers, I will say this.
the creaky attic to investigate that movMovie:
Karen's final entry into the angry house is
ing shadow they thought they just caught
a glimpse of. Too many times does the
The Grudge
possibly one of the most suspenseful scenes
audience know that something is up and
throughout the 97 minute film.
Starring:
Yet right in the middle of the climax
someone is about to die.
Sarah Michelle Shimizu fades to white and leaps the audiOn the flip side, "The Grudge" excels
cinematically and surpasses the sup- Gellar, Jason Behr ence into the next scene while they're still
desperately holding onto the former for
posed wonders of that "Ring" movie.
Shimizu's camera angles were
more. It seems as if Shimizu was hoping
for a certain shock value, but in actuality, it
unlike anything I had seen before.
Placed inside the dimly lit, ancient house in Japan, comes off as rather choppy.
The movie also would have had an increased scare facShimizu perfectly mixes light and shadow to create an eerie and downright freaky setting for his tor by including more gore. With a PG-13 rating, the Movie
characters to unfold in. The sound effects and Picture Association of America doesn't allow for much
',
music were astonishing and perhaps the best bloodshed and carnage candy. The lack of gore seemed to
I have seen since John Carpenter's Michael hold the movie back, as it did to the post-Columbine release
of "Scream 3" in 2000.
Myers classic "Halloween."
However, it is questionable if the excess was needed
Gellar, starting to steer away from
her seven year Buffy persona, played a at all. "The Grudge" is provocatively creepy in that it
great role. Gellar succeeded wonder- creates frightening images both mentally and psychologifully in displaying Karen's petrified and cally, using the camera, music and sound effects to their
horror-filled facial expressions. If I full potential.
Overall, "The Grudge" is a good movie and perfect for
was confronted by a vengeful and
rage-stricken curse, I can only the pre-Halloween weeks to get into the spirit of the season.
imagine my face looking exactly Although I remained satisfied, some might leave theatres
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Nightmare on North Benson:
The Mirror surveys all the classics guaranteed to scare you silly
BY ASHLEY KENNEY

So we might be passed trick-or-treating age, but that
doesn't mean that college students don't frighten easily. This
Halloween weekend, between dressing up as the late Rick
James or throwing eggs at Campion Hall, turn off the lights,
grab some friends and enjoy a classic horror film. In no particular order, here are some of the most gory, creepy, bloody
and just damn frightening movies you will ever watch. While
many students polled had different opinions ("Gigli!" offered
up Juan Rodriguez '08 ) these 10 made everyone's list.
"It"
Seriously, what is scarier than a clown? Not scary enough?
Okay, now how about a clown named Penny wise that lives in
a sewer and every 30 years needs to emerge and feed on the
children of the town of Derry, Maine? This is as frightening
as it gets, folks. Steven King is a one twisted man.
"The Shining"
Perhaps the film mentioned by most students when polled,
"The Shining" brings a new meaning to the phrase "home
sweet home." As the new custodian for the Overlook Hotel
in Colorado, Jack Torrance (Jack Nicholson) brings his wife
(Shelley Duvall) and son along to live in the hotel as they
house sit during the long winter months. Soon a snowstorm
barricades the family in the hotel and the only people to talk
to become the ghosts
that live among them.
Jack dives headfirst
into psychosis from
the cabin fever and alcohol, and we all learn
exactly what "redrum"
means.
"The Omen"
American Ambassador Robert Thorn
(Gregory Peck) finds
a child at a convent to
replace his dead son,
hoping his wife will
never find out. Damien is your average

baby until age three, when strange
murders and freak accidents start
occurring in his presence. With the
help of a priest, Peck discovers that
his "son" is really the offspring of
Satan, born of a goat, and his only
goal is to grow up and take over
the world for his unearthly father.
Certainly one of the best films in a
genre that can be easily laughed at,
the eerie church music will linger in
your head for weeks as you attempt
to drift asleep.

suburban home and their cat falls victim to a Mack truck, the father buries
the cat in an ancient Micmac Indian
burial ground. Here the cat is laid to
rest, only to return a few days later
but not as the cuddily feline he once
was. So what happens young Gage
Creed is killed? He wants to "play
with daddy"...and knives.
"The Evil Dead"
The plot of this zombie fest may
sound simple: five teenagers retreat
to a cabin in the woods for a weekend
of sex, drugs and rock'n'roll. Instead,
our unlucky subjects find the "Book
of the Dead," play a tape recording of
demonic incantations, and unknowingly open a portal to the netherworld.
Evil spirits are awakened and possess
the bodies of the teenagers. The only
way to kill these demonic beings is to
dismember their bodies.

"Nightmare on Elm Street"
"One...two...Freddy's coming
for you, three...four...better lock
your door," sing the children who
live on Elm Street. As the frightful
Contributed photo
Freddy Krueger, Robert Englund supplies us with one of the most horrify- Must...stay...awake: Freddy ranks as one of
ing, ugly and notorious characters in the scariest horror villans of all time.
all of horror history. "Nightmare"
has many predecessors; however, this first installment is by
far the eeriest and least commercial.
"The Exorcist"
When 12-year-old Regan MacNeil (Linda Blair) starts
exhibiting extreme behavioral patterns and her appearance
"Halloween"
After brutally stabbing his older sister to death on Hal- sinisterly mutates, her mother starts to worry. Once all possible
loween night 1963, six-year-old Michael Myers is institutional- medical procedures to cure Reagan have been exhausted, a
ized for 15 years to be studied intently by Dr. Samuel Loomis. young priest doubting his own faith is enlisted to help. Father
During a violent storm on October 30,1978, Michael flees the Damien Karras becomes convinced that Regan is possessed
hospital only to return to his hometown of Haddonfield, Illinois by the devil. He and a second priest experienced in exorcism
to stalk and attempt to murder three teens. Starring Jamie Lee try to drive the spirit from the young girl before she dies. Pea
Curtis (and her powerful screams), "Halloween" is one of the soup, anyone?
original and best slasher flicks. Did you know that Myers'
white mask is actually a mold of William Shatner's face?
"Suspiria"
In this Italian horror flick, it is once again proven that
ghosts and goblins can't hold a candle to witches. When a
"The Texas Chainsaw Massacre"
Cannibalism, unrelenting sadistic violence, and lots of young American ballet dancer travels to Europe to join a worldpathetic victims running for their lives equal a seriously dis- renowned ballet school, she finds out, only after some grueturbed movie. All this, plus a chainsaw-wielding brute named some murders, that the school is actually a cover for a witches'
coven. Although it contains one of the most memorable and
Leatherface? Count me in.
gruesome murder scenes in film history, Argento relies on the
magnificent use of color and an unrelenting soundtrack to scare
"PetSematary"
After the Creed family move from the city to their new the wits out of an unsuspecting audience.

Free frights in Fairfield:
Local theater offers free horror movie marathon
BY KATE MCGANN

Horror fanatics seeking a heart pounding, nail-biting movie marathon can get their
fair share of scare this Sunday at the Community Theater in Fairfield. The theater is
hosting a horror movie marathon all day
on Halloween, and the best part is it won't
cost you a cent.
Starting at noon, the theater will show
seven different Halloween-themed movies,
progressing from children's movies early in
the day to an NC-17 film at night. Although
admission is free, the theater always accepts
donations.
For the finale, the Community Theater
is featuring a film previously unreleased in
the United States, sure to live up to its NC17 rating. The rest of the films, however,
are pretty much classics and the perfect
remedy for anyone craving a little scare

this Halloween.
The Community Theater is located
on Post Road in downtown Fairfield and
boasts a twin screen theater with a digital
DVD screen.
The donations the theater collects
on Sunday will go to the continue of its
operation and help to further its facilities.
A portion of the proceeds will go to local
charities such as Operation Hope.
Though most students had not heard
about the horror movie marathon this weekend, many agreed that it is a good idea.
"It gives students a chance to get off
campus and do something fun for free," said
Nicole Lambert '08.
And which movie does most students
think sounds most appealing?
"I'd go see 'Halloween.' It's a classic,
it has Jamie Lee Curtis, and it's free," said
Ben Welch '08. Many students also agreed

Scary stuff: An eclectic selection of scary
movies are featured this Sunday to satisfy
audiences of all ages and tastes.
that 'Haute Tension' sounded interesting
as well.
Katherine Petta '05 said, "I had not
heard about the scary movie marathon, but
I think it's a great idea. Hopefully there
will be a good showing."

Bo Moore/The Mirror

Halloween movie schedule
12 p.m. - It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown
12:45 p.m. - The Nightmare Before Christmas
2:20 p.m. - Beetlejuice
4 p.m. - Young Frankenstein
6 p.m. - Dracula (1931 version)
7:30 p.m. - Halloween
9:30 p.m. - Haute Tension
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Swing Out Sister's "Love" not felt
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL

they dub "timeless music," in which elements
of classic music merge with the technology
. It's been seven years since Swing Out and styles of today. This is a continued theme
Sister last had an album release in the United throughout this CD.
States. It's been almost 20 years since their
Look no further than the song "Let the
first pop hit, "Breakout." Yet their eighth Stars Shine," which uses an ear-catching vostudio album (sixth in the U.S.), "Where Our cal layering reminiscent of old '60's female
Love Grows," shows a duo remaining in top pop anthems (Lesley Gore's "It's My Party,"
form, expanding their trademark musical style for one), along with chimes and backing
while staying true to their roots.
music firmly stuck in the '60's. Despite the
The duo's specialty falls into a category . throwback to this former decade, the lyrics
are universal.
Other songs have a hint of
The Carpenters, from the use of
horns in "Love Won't Let You
Down" to the slightly melancholic performance of singer
Corinne Drewery throughout
the album.
The group is actually similar
in composition to the Carpenters,
as well. It's partner Andy Connell is responsible for much of
the instrumentation, although he
cedes some of the work to their
long-time producer Paul Staveley O'Duffy. This trio has been
largely intact since the group's
inception.
Another theme carried
through from previous albums
is the reprisal of music and reContributed photo
use of certain musical elements

throughout the album. Certain musical riffs, album. The acapella version of "Where Our
chord progressions and muLove Grows" is somewhat
sical thoughts are re-used in
interesting because of the
DATA
the instrumentals included
heightened emphasis it puts
Rating:
on this album. It gives their
on Corinne's beautiful voalbums a unique underlying
cals but seems unnecessary,
connection, somewhat like a
especially when placed after
Album:
movie soundtrack.
two instrumental tracks that
Where Our Love could have been easily placed
While instrumentals
have been a part of Swing
behind the vocals. Look no
Out Sister's music for quite
further
than the fan mix of the
Artist:
some time, there's almost an
two versions on their website,
Swing Out Sister swingoutsister.com, to see for
overuse of them. Drewery's
vocals are an important part
Download This: yourself.
of the group, and yet there
The final track weakly
"Let the Stars
are only five songs for her
remixes the opening song,
Shine"
to sing on this album. The
"Love Won't Let You Down."
other seven tracks consist of
While the original album's
five instrumental songs, and two songs are opening mix makes the album feel like an
remixed and repeated.
event is underway, the closing mix makes it
That said, the instrumental tracks are seem like the album goes out like a lamb.
interesting in their own way. "Certain Shades
Those who have followed Swing Out
of Limelight" has a bit of a bouncy and fun Sister's career these past seven years during
Austin Powers feel to it. "Caipirnha" has a their U.S. hiatus will likely be satisfied by
"ba da da" chorus, along with horns and drums the result.
that are equally enjoyable.
However, those who haven't heard from
These non-lyric tracks have a Japanese them since their last U.S. album may be surpop, Pizzicato Five-type feel to them, and prised by the overall direction.
that's probably not accidental; the band's
"Where Our Love Grows" is not a fanbiggest success over the years has been in tastic album and is by no means Swing Out
Japan.
Sister's best, but it's worth a purchase if you
The re-use of songs has an effect of kill- can catch it on sale, especially if you're a fan
ing the momentum on the second half of the of pop or soul music.

Disc

Grows

BRAND NEW look, making the site easier
to navigate
Over a half-dozen useful extras, including
Scholarships, Travel and GradZone
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Presidency
by Joshua O'Connell
After hours of waiting, and
in front of a gathering of
over 200 people, the results
were made official: Paul
Duffy defeated Kevin
Neubauer in a large victory,
Duffy received 783 votes
while Neubauer received
370.
Jillian Grant was re-elected

as VP of Programming with
approximately 65% of the
while Brett Ritterback
-jn Saville in a
&te.

ONLINE

Who should win the
FUSA ejection?
C~lKevir> Neubauer
Q Paul Duffy
[ VOTE j [RESULTS)

tlt*ft*p»pttt ctvumat

Additional content channels, including
world/national news feeds and weather
AND AS ALWAYS...
EXCLUSIVE online content every Monday
Read Thursday's paper in advance - new
issue online Wednesday night
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Students tired of celebs and rockers
"Vote for Change Tour" stirs emotions

JOSH O'CONNELL

umni weekend
blues

Freshman year, I received a call during
Alumni Weekend from my dad. My family
was tailgating at the Alumni Hall parking lot
before the football game.
(Forget for a second that none of my
family has ever attended Fairfield aside from
myself until this year; mom's now taking a
night course. Go figure.)
We met up, went to the game, headed
over to the Levee to chat, and had a nice outing as a family, the first since I had left for
school. We did this again a year later.
That tradition is no more in my family, as a result of the cancellation of the
football program- Alumni coming back to
Fairfield will find that cancellations are a
bigger theme than the noble "Stagtoberfest"
attempt to spice up homecoming.
The football team has been cut, along
with hockey, while the basketball program
continues to attempt to attract fans to the
nice, yet potentially oversized, Arena at
Harbor Yard.
What has Fairfield replaced the football
games with? Alumni bands, the opportunity
to meet our school's new president, a food
drive and a lacrosse game. Also, there's
an exhibition game with our men's and
women's teams playing red/white style. Of
course, it's branded around Oktoberfest, and
those who registered early had a chance to
win a German stein. Exciting stuff.
Any alumni I know who are returning
are coming back to recapture the lost days
of townhouse partying and Grape visits for
a weekend and possibly to see Tim Warren.
Other than that, there's no main draw in the
short five-and-a-half hour event.
Other traditions have disappeared
recently, too. The beach has already lost
the Luau and Clam Jam. Now there's the
potential loss of Keg Races. Yes, these
were alcohol-oriented events. But there
was also a social aspect to them - it was a
gathering, having a fun day at the beach,
which in and of itself makes for a beautiful
day or night.
Our replacements have been events
such as Spam Jam/May Day. The drinking
at the beach has been replaced with drinking
in a roped off section of the townhouses.
Yes, there's socializing, but all four classes
can no longer mix as freely.
The Mirror is guilty of this too. The
editors all got the hint when Cheers and
Boos was cut a couple of weeks ago, but
last year the plug was almost permanently
pulled. Senior issue's been missing two of
the last four years as well.
Fairfield's a young institution, yet in a
short time it feels like much of what made
it special has ebbed. I'm graduating in
May; hopefully when I return a year from
now Fairfield will have breathed new life
into yet another quickly fading tradition.
Unfortunately, it seems the only tradition
Fairfield's been good at lately is branding
"Stag" on everything.

BY DAN SHANNON

As the Yankees-Red Sox rivalry was
reaching an all-time high in the midst of the
2003-2004 off-season I started hearing too
many interviews from three people: Curt
Schilling, Alex Rodriguez and Ben Affleck. As an avid Red Sox fan, I had been
gradually getting annoyed with the "boy
from Good Will Hunting," the incessant
close-ups from the front row at Fenway
Park and Ben Affleck speaking to the
media as though he were a professional
baseball analyst. It finally occurred to me
why I was annoyed with Affleck and it had
nothing to do with the fact that he's better
looking than I am...
It's election time and, after the third
debate, this election is looking closer
than ever. There is a lot of attention
swirling around this election due to
"hot button" issues such as the War in
Iraq, tax-cuts, health care, and same-sex
marriages. This is a great time to be an
American citizen. If we want, we have
the ability to make a change, but we also
have the unfortunate burden of listening
to our favorite rock-and-roll groups rant
and rave about their political ideals
and beliefs.
Pete Gillespie '07 feels as
though the bands should stick to playing music and allow him to make his own
political decisions.
"I just think I'm capable of making
my own decisions and I don't need Bruce
Springsteen to tell me how to vote," said
Gillespie. "I go to concerts to listen to
the music and have fun and I get really
annoyed when I have to listen to these
musicians talk about politics."
Gillespie is referring to the Vote for

Change Tour which features musicians
such as The Dave Matthews Band, Pearl
Jam, Bruce Springsteen, R.E.M., The Dixie
Chicks and several others.
The "change" that these
rockers are alluding
to is one that will
remove George
W. Bush from
office and
bring
John

Photo

Kerry into the presidency.
Dr. John Orman of the Fairfield
politics department co-wrote "Celebrity
Politics" and is nationally recognized in
the areas of pop culture and politics.
Orman was quoted in the September 20 edition of the San Diego Tribune
as saying,"We thought we had seen the
zenith of celebrity politics, but as things

have developed we have noticed an exponential increase. There was an unequaled
celebrity-politics media frenzy. Then the
death of Ronald Reagan was covered as if
he were a sitting president, and certainly
as if he were a pop culture icon."
Orman went on to say that when you
"add Michael Moore to the mix, along with
the celebrity rock concert tours that are
decidedly anti-Bush, you have a whole new
level of celebrity politics in the USA."
This new level of politics that today's
rockers represent doesn't come without a
price, says Brian Clarke '07.
"I think musicians alienate their fans
when they infuse politics into their music,"
said Clarke. "I think people who need
Bruce Springsteen or Eddie Vedder to
tell them how to vote are not politically
educated."
Certainly everyone in the U.S. is
entitled to his or her opinion. Given
the forum these rock stars have, they
have the ability to express thier opinion
to thousands of people at a time. The
observation, however, must be made
that solely because you can play the guitar
and write music well does not mean that
you are qualified as an expert on politics.
The burden, therefore, lies on the fan who
must understand what these opinions are
actually worth.
It now occurs to me what it was that
bothered me about Ben Affleck. He is a
person who gave his opinion on something
that he felt passionately about, but he
was portrayed as a baseball expert solely
because he could act. So as I said to my
friend when we saw Affleck jump on his
soapbox on Sportscenter, "Why doesn't
he just stick to what he's good at, and
we'll go to the experts for our opinion on
this one."

Taking charge of your finances
BY GREGORY HILL

Paying with a credit card is easy; all
you have to do is sign. Anyone can do that,
right? But undergraduate credit card debt
is more serious than you think. All those
gifts that you thought were free are really
not and all those rates you think are low are
actually quite high.
In a survey by the student loan agency
Nellie Mae, 83 percent of college students
have at least one credit card and an average
balance of $2,327.
Only 52 percent of freshmen have
credit cards. By sophomore year, the percentage increases to 92 percent.
"Having a credit card is really convenient," said Nicole Blyth '05, "as long as
you watch your balance. If you don't, your
balance can really build up."
The survey found that 21 percent of
students who have a credit card have a high
balance of $3,000 to $7,000.
According to a study by the U.S. Public
Interest Research Group (PIRG), students

who sign up for credit cards at college
campuses tend to have large balances that
are paid off later.
Credit card companies want undergraduate student customers, so
while students attend school credit
card companies allow students
to apply for numerous credit
cards without even having an
income.
"Students, often without
jobs and often facing large
student loan and other school
debts, should be careful not
to make things worse by
running up unnecessary,
high-cost credit card debt,
since they risk ruining their
credit records if they fail to
pay on time," stated Ed Mierzwinski, U.S. PIRG Consumer
SEE "AVOIDING" ON P.
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HE said / SHE said
Chuck Kehoe

Lauren Wilson

Halloween: a day for fun or a day for nightmares?
Halloween is one of the most celebrated holidays in college. Not
only is Halloween a reason to party,
it is also a reason to party incognito.
Trick or treat is replaced with trick-orshot. Instead of guzzling massive amounts
of candy, hooligans in costume funnel
endless amounts of beer and scream like
my parents did after they saw my He Said
articles over Parents' Weekend. This environment allows for the least experienced
booze bags to puke and rally like seasoned
veterans.
Let's face it, college students get'
wasted all the time. I'll throw a party for
the smallest event (i.e. next week's "O.C."
season premiere party). But how often do
you get the chance to party in full costume
with numerous other young adults of the
opposite sex? I praise any day or event that
makes its acceptable for girls to wear little
more than bra and panties in public. Think
about it, no matter who you are you can take
advantage of a Halloween costume.
If you are a babe with a sweet body,
you wear the least amount of clothes and j

say you are Paris Hilton. You can dress like
a slut and jealous babes can't call you slutty
because its Halloween baby (what a beautiful safety net). If you have hideous face,
just wear a mask and cover that Buttaface
up. If you stutter or suffer from a lisp, be a
mime. If you're hefty, be John Belushi or
a Beirut table.
There are some inherent risks involved
with Halloween booze fests. One year I
dressed up as Billy Madison and ran around
screaming, "No, I will not make out with (
you!" This tactic combined with 16 beers
actually worked the babes pretty well. The
problem is I woke up next to some babe and
yelled, "AHHHH! Take your mask off." '
Needless to say, she wasn't wearing a mask ,
and I got punked big time. So whatever you
do, don't take candy, shots and rides from
strangers and don't get seduced by some,
Buttaface with a deceptively hot mask and
pointy heels.
This week's magic number: 204 for
the number of extra words I need to describe the hottest babes from the hottest
classon campus.
,

The truth of the matter is, girls are
scantily clad for Halloween and
guys are...not. Because of this, I
will recount a ghost story that should be
read while under the influence of something
(much like how this was written under the
influence).
It was a night not unlike any other
night. There were Halloween parties
bustling in all the houses down at Fairfield
Beach. The time of last call was quickly
approaching and partygoers began to file
out of houses. But the innocent bystander
illuminated from the light of the Sea Grape
the dressed up Parrott walking hurriedly
down Fairfield Beach Road in an irregular
pattern. Somefhingvery horrifying must
have happened to cause the Parrott to walk
in such a wavering pattern.
Now at this point, reader, please be
advised that the following can neither be
disproven nor confirmed. But upon collapsing on his bed in the Blue Light, the Parrott
decided he needed to go to the bathroom.
Moving back to his bedchamber, the sight
of a movement under the blue light of the

house caught his eye. As the Parrott moved
closer to light, a figure wavered in front
of the Parrott. A tall man of at least 6'3
with slicked back hair, a mustache and a
watering eye. "Get out of my house!" the
Parrot tyelled. But the tall man just kept
staring at the Parrott with his watering eye
flowing.The water began to form a puddle.
The Parott retreated into his room to sleep
off his buzz -and the horrors of what just
had occurred.
The next day, the Parrott awoke feeling
rested if not a little hungry. The Parrott told
his roommates about the encounter, but no
sooner had he recounted the watering eye
than there was a crash from upstairs. Running furiously up the stairs the roommates
witnessed what could only be an act of brute
strength with perhaps the aid of a baseball
bat or irregularly shaped hook. In any case,
the pole that held the Parrott's clothes up
had snapped in half! The cause of the break
was never determined. But it should be
known that on certain evenings, a glance of]
greased hair has been seen stealing kegs, a
watery puddle in its place.
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F.U7LADIES NIGHT
All Night...Friday, October 29

th

it*
Eric &c Michael's

*>* *3t ^'" ANGUS
STEAKHOUSE
MORE THAN GREAT STEAKS

(located on the corner of Stillson Road & Black Rock Turnpike

Ladies: Present your StagCard and get:

$2 Cosmos $2 Margaritas $1 Bud Light Drafts
For the FU men... $2 drafts, $3 Cosmos, $3 Margaritas

Pius...LIVE MUSIC ...Starting at 8:30 p.m. in the Bar Area
NO COVER CHARGE & NO MINIMUM!
Eras & Michael':;

'■:

ANGUS
STEAKHOUSE
MORE THAN GREAT STEAKS

2133 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairfield, Connecticut 06825
T 203.366.5902 F203.335.8404

Attention: The Angus Steak House is always looking for good local bands. If you know of any bands, please call Robert at #366-5902.
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Room Divided:
BY BEN DOODY

It's no secret that with the Nov. 2
presidential election less than two weeks
away, the nation is sharply divided along
party lines. In fact, when speaking at the
Quick Center Monday night, Newsweek's
Howard Fineman expressed serious doubt
about people caring more about red versus
blue, rather than about red, white and blue.
This division is only visible on more than
the national level.
For a perfect microcosm of the electorate, look no further than the Fairfield
University apartment occupied by College
Democrats President Kristina Riordan
'05, and Emily McAdam '05, the vice
chair of the Connecticut Union of College
Republicans.
Perhaps the majority of politically
minded Americans could take a lesson
from the close friends, who met as sophomores in the Ignation Residential College.
Despite having differing political views,
they can easily share a laugh about the
political scene.
Although they are campaigning for two
candidates whose views on Washington's
role at home and abroad are vastly different,
the women are joining together in the fight
against apathy.
While there is no official data on the
matter, the women agree that the student

Fairfield roommates are College Democrats President
and CT Union of College Republicans Vice Chair

body at Fairfield is split down the middle
between the two parties. Neither has doubt
that the number of apathetic students far
outnumbers the decided Republicans and
Democrats. Although the 18-to-24 year
age bracket ranks at the bottom of the voter
turnout list, McAdam reports a fundamental
misunderstanding of the electorate by the
general population.
"People think that all college students
are liberal," she said. "They don't realize
that it's not the 1960's anymore, and that
that's simply not the case now."
Both agree that such misunderstandings are all too common in voters of all
ages, as is a general apathy.
Riordan and McAdam are so entrenched in their united battle against
apathy that they want to get out the vote
no matter what candidate that vote goes to,
even if it goes to a third party candidate with
no hope of winning the election. Riordan
notes that in 1992, Reform Party candidate Ross Perot raised points about fiscal
responsibility that had a big impact on the
Clinton Administration's management of
the national budget.
"People should vote for whichever
candidate they like the most, even if it is a
third party candidate," she said.
But that's not to say that both women
don't put in a good word for their respective
candidates. They've turned their apartment
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Which one of These
Great Tasting Pizzas Do
You Want - Tonight?
Frefc Cheesy Bread or
Free Cinna Stix or
Free Bread Stix
With the purchase of any Large or X-lg pizza.
At menu prices

Plus, You'll Get Free Delivery in Less Than 38 Min

Lunch Time Specials
11:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Garden Fresh Salad
Order of Oread Stix's
Order of Oinna Stix's
2-20 oz Soda's $7.99 DELIVERED
Medium 2-Topping Pizza
2-Lt of Soda
$8.99 DELIVERED
Large Cheese Pizza
10 Wings
$9.99 DELIVERED

255-8823
DOMINO'S PIZZA
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Roommates: Republican Emily McAdam '05 (left) and Democrat Kristina Riordan '05.
in to a miniature battleground, with room- a better place if people on opposing sides
mates Grace Bermudez '05 and Lauren of the fence got along as well as McAdam
Puma '05 serving as swing voters. Right and Riordan.
Their roommates call them "the odd
now Bermudez's backpack has both a Bush
couple," and neither woman disputes the
pin and a Kerry pin.
"Their roommates are the most in- title.
If their relationship can be boiled down
formed people on campus," she joked.
With two women whose political to one specific desire, they both say with a
routes date back to when they followed the nervous, yet lighthearted giggle that neither
1988 presidential election when they were the College Reps, nor the College Dems
in kindergarten, political discussions are want to be counting ballots in Florida come
unavoidable, but surely the nation would be late November.

Avoiding credit card
debt as a college student
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Program Director.
Nellie Mae suggested these questions
for students to ask themselves while shopping for credit cards: Do I need it? Can I
afford it? Will I pay the bill every month?
If you're able to answer 'yes' to all
three of these questions, then a credit card
might suit your lifestyle. If you are not,
then perhaps it's best if you continue to
use cash.
Take time to learn
about credit fees.
It's possible
to pay numerous charges
for credit cards
like annual fees,
late fees, over limit
fees and transaction
m 1 t
fees. Before you comlearn how to calculate how much you
will pay in interest per month. Become
familiar with your credit card statement.
Check
rf-|i
each month
to make
sure the
statement
is correct.
And lastly, do not
just pay the
minimum
Chris Donato/The Mirror/Illustration

fee each

month.
If you
don't
want a
credit
card, then
another possible alternative that many
students use is
debit cards.
"I don't rack up bills with debit
cards," said Lauren Correia '05.
"With debit cards, it's just easier."
Debit 1 Tds are linked to checking accounts and work similar to
credit cards. However, you just have
if to remember that debit cards use real
p money.
But remember, just because you
have a credit card doesn't mean you have
to use it. Be smart and don't spend someone
else's money if you're not willing to pay
them back. If you use a debit card or cash,
then the choice is yours.
Learning about responsible credit card
use now might save you from credit card
debt after you graduate. Outstanding bills
will hurt your credit report and subsequently
hurt your possibility of buying a new car,
renting an apartment or being approved for
another credit card. Do you really want that
to happen?

COMMENTARY
EDITORIAL
Editorial Board:
Steven M. Andrews - Editor in Chief
Ashleigh B. Egan - Managing Editor
Eileen Arnold - Commentary Editor

The Mirror's vote
Though it may seem the only important battle on
campus lately has been between Yankees and Red Sox
fans, a much bigger issue is at hand for everyone at
Fairfield University. Next Tuesday, Nov. 2, the 2004
presidential election will occur and change the way
America functions for at least the next four years.
This campaign between incumbent George W.
Bush and Senator John Kerry has become notable for its
closeness in the polls and strong attacks by each candidate. For college students-, it is a very difficult choice
to make. If you look at the candidates in a critical and
non-partisan manner, you'll find that even though their
platforms and plans for America are different, what
either man as president could actually enact in policy is
inevitably going to be similar.
Bush's best qualities are the experience he and
his running mate Dick Cheney boast, as well as his
willingness to stick with his opinion without regard for
its popularity in focus groups. However, both of these
positive attributes can be negatives if you lean to the
left of the political spectrum. The time he has spent in
Washington has led to cronyism and he often refuses to
change his mind when he is clearly wrong.
There is no doubt that there are absolute differences between Bush and Kerry. In fact, one knock against
Kerry has been his inability to convey a clear message
by changing his opinion with the political winds. Still,
he offers some fresh ideas for America and would reevaluate the way Bush has acted in places like Iraq and
try to fix them instead of letting them wallow.
After looking at these factors, The Mirror has chosen, with trepidation, to throw its support behind Kerry.
There is no doubt that each candidate is flawed, but that
is inevitable when dealing with humans who have been
in the spotlight for so long. We feel Kerry offers the
greatest chance for positive improvement in America
not only for college students, but for everyone.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority
of The Mirror Editorial Board. What is your opinion?
Write to us: themirror§stagweb.fairfield.edu

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers: .
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center
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One baseball rivalry plus two die-hard
fans in one bedroom equals war!
BY JENNIFER

E.

FERRANTE

BY MEGHAN

A.

DOHERTY

I'm writing to you from the better half of this
Yes, I'm a Boston fan and I'm proud of it.
rivalry.. .the New York Yankee side. Yes, that's
As I was born and raised in western Massachuright, the winning half, the 26 World Championsetts, the Red Sox have always been a part of my
ships half, the 39 Pennants half, the 14 Division
life. Even though we haven't won a World Series
titles half, the 42 post-season appearances half, the
since 1918 (yes Yankee fans, we remember the
team from the greatest city in the world half. Ouch, number), I love the Sox and will always be a
did that hurt Boston? The only title Boston has on
Boston fan.
us is Consecutive World Series losses, in which we
Since Babe Ruth was traded in 1920, "the
have at four and Boston is at a strong 86. Hey Bos- Curse" has lived on and has left Boston fans
ton, I think you're trying for the wrong records!
without a World Series title. But that will change.
I must say I take pity on the Red Sox, espeThis year is our opportunity to say goodbye to
cially their die-hard fans, such as my much-lovedBabe Ruth for good. Bye bye Babe!
when-not-baseball-season roomie, Meg. She stands
We fans are by far the most dedicated and
by the Red Sox no matter what, and I love that
passionate of any baseball team ever. After all,
dedication, because a true fan never gives up hope.
we should be; if anything we are certainly the
But what kind of team are the Boston Red Sox?
most patient. Every year we pray and hope that
Isn't a team supposed to give the fans something
we will earn a spot in the World Series and win,
to cheer about? Just think of how many of their
and each year we come desperately close. But
dedicated fans were born, followed them throughout each new season we come back with renewed
their seasons, and died without ever seeing the Red
spirit and energy. Don't worry Yankee fans - we
Sox win a World Series. Maybe it's not the Curse
will win, and then what will you say? (Yeah, I
of the Bambino anymore.
can hear you, "Well you still
Maybe it's the spirits of
suck and have only won six
all these pissed off dead
World Series").
Boston fans coming to
My roommate Jen, a
Yankee fan, gets a kick out
haunt the team.
of downing Boston. Let me
The Boston fan
just say that I find it hilarilingo is the'best too. As
ous that in general, Yankee
soon as the Red Sox
fans have to down a team
play like the profesthat has been losing for so
sionals they are, it's
long. You'd think that after
all about how "this is
winning 26 World Series you
the year!" Then, when
wouldn't have to huff and
Boston screws up and
puff over losing for once. Do
loses as usual, it's back
Yankee fans really think they
to "wait 'til next year."
can win every year? No, but
I am so sick of hearing
they sure act like it. Get over
that phrase. Stop saying
yourselves!
it, Boston fans! Many
The one thing that all
fewer New Yorkers will
Contributed photo Yankee fans know is that
laugh in your faces when
Face off: Roommate vs. roommate
Boston deserves their place in
Boston loses if you just
the
series this year, even though
stop saying it!
they can't and won't admit it. After all, no team
An extremely funny moment for me this year
in baseball history in an American League Chamwas when the Boston fans ran around screaming
after they tied the ALCS 3-3 after being in a 0-3 def- pionship Series down 0-3 has come back to win
in game seven. That in itself is worth recognition.
icit. The best was shooting them down from their
So now that we've made it to the Series,
high. Boston fan: "WOO-HOO, we just beat you
Yankees are rooting for St. Louis, as to be exthree games in a ROW!!" Me: "We just beat you
pected, I guess. (I know I rooted for the Marlins
three games in a row too, remember? You didn't
last year). The difference is that Boston actually
see us running around screaming like we just won
deserves to win because they haven't for so long.
a World Series. Oh wait, you don't know what that
No one likes to see a team win year after year;
feels like." Boston fan: "Ugh, whatever."
it's boring. And say Boston does lose, we still
I also love how strangely satisfied Boston
prevented the pretty boys from getting there, so
seemed to be when they won the ALCS. Most
what do you have to say about that?
major league baseball teams like the Yankees aren't
And that reminds me, Derek Jeter... you
satisfied until they win the World Series.
may look good out there in your tight pants, but
Bottom line, the New York Yankees aren't
how much are you getting paid to drop the ball ,.
just labeled as the greatest team that's ever played
over and over again? Oh, ok. And while I'm on
the game; they actually prove it year after year byproducing winning results. No team is going to win the subject of bashing players, Alex Rodriguez
(otherwise known as "A-Rod,", or in my book
every single year, and that shouldn't be expected.
"purple lips"), how much do you get paid to slap
But the Boston Red Sox have taken that lack of
expectation to a whole new level as they approach a the ball out of pitchers' hands to get on base?
Hmmm....yeah, that's what I thought.
century's worth of failure to claim the title of World
In any case, Boston made it to the Series
Series Champions. Even if they win this year, I
this
year,
and the Yankees didn't. That is one
don't really think that's something to be proud of,
darn
good
thing to be happy about. And with that,
because I can almost promise you the next time it
a
few
words
of wisdom: Yankee fans: You suck.
will happen will be when I'm dead. Oh yeah, go
Boston fans: BELIEVE!
Cardinals!
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RED SOX

Steven M. Andrews

YANKEES

Jessica Holmberg

No matter what happens the rest of the way for the 2004 Boston Red Sox,
there is one clear, undeniable fact: they embarrassed the New York Yankees in agonizing fashion in their own home after completing the greatest comeback in sports history.
Let's reflect for just one moment on what the Sox accomplished. Down three games to
none in a best-of-seven series, they rallied back to win the final four, something never
done in baseball and only done twice before in all of sports history. Just that little fact
alone should tell you that there was something special about this year's team. But when
you look at the teams playing, it becomes all the more impressive.
Now I realize that there are'three things you don't argue about with friends;
religion, politics and sports. In an election year on a Jesuit campus I figure the others
are brought up enough, so we may as well have some thoughtful discourse on the greatest rivalry in sports, especially considering Fairfield University's location right in the
crossroads of Red Sox Nation and Yankeeland. Let me start by mentioning the oft-cited
payroll of the Yankees. It's not only astronomical, it's also patently unfair to every
other team in the league. I know there's no salary cap, but you get to a point where it
becomes ludicrous. The Yankees are paying just shy of $ 183 million this year. In past
years when people brought up the payroll, Yankees fans would argue back, "Yeah they
spend the most, but at least they spend it right." Sure, that worked when they won
World Series titles, but not anymore. Looking at the details points out the sheer absurdity of their excess. Pitcher Kevin Brown, who went 0-1 with a 5.40 ERA against the
Sox in the post-season, and Jason Giambi, who did not play at all, earned more money
this year than the entire Milwaukee Brewers team which consisted of 40 players. Let
that sink in a minute.
I'm going to have to get personal now and talk about Yankees fans. There's
a reason Sox fans are called the most passionate in baseball. They've sold out Fenway
Park every game this season
and are in the midst of the
lR.ESoV.TS A*.^ e-Arck... AMb
third-longest such streak in
,IMTHS £L.AiC OP i-ITtt-E
baseball. They care about
baseball more than any
other sport and have for
nearly a century, especially
since the '67 season. Many
Yankees fans, though,
are the sad product of
bandwagoning. Witfi the
Yankees going through an
amazing late-90's stretch
of winning.championships,

Dearest Red Sox Fans,
Thirty-eight World Series appearances.. Twenty-six victories. $180 million
payroll. Welcome to Yankee baseball baby. Although this past week has been quite
traumatic for every Yankees fan out there, it takes a lot more than an ALCS win to be
considered a winner.
The Bo Sox may have won this year's ALCS title (long hair on men has been out
of style since 1986 boys!), but they - and their fans - completely haven't learned a thing
about proper etiquette. Let me take you back to game three. I am sure you all remember Jesus, aka Johhny Damon, cutting his toe nails for the entire national television
broadcast. I mean what's fair is fair, I guess. The Yanks had the "Yankee Clipper" Joe
DiMaggio. Are the Sox ready to fill his shoes with the "Red Sox Toe Nail Clipper?" If
Johnny were paying more attention to baseball instead of his lack of personal hygiene,
perhaps his performance would have peaked a lot earlier than game seven.
Granted, the Sox deserved to win the ALCS. They outplayed the Yanks and had
the heart and drive to win. However, I am sure next season the Sox will be revived with
new pink jerseys, since not only are long feminine hairstyles the current team trend, but
also their entire fan base walks around wearing pink Red Sox hats. Last time I checked,
the team colors were red, white, and blue - but I could be wrong.
Second, let's get one thing straight about "The Curse." The curse isn't over until
the Sox conquer the Cardinals in the 2004 World Series. I know the Bo Sox have won
a whopping three out of their (even more impressive) eight World Series appearances,
but shockingly this might be their year. For the past 86 years Sox fans have been
waiting. And by fans, I mean anybody besides Yankees fans. After all, for whom else
would New York Mets fans root for (despite their 1986 World Series victory against the

MIRROR

many people would argue about how awesome the Yankees were even if they knew
nothing about them. I'm sure the same thing happened in the late '80s with the Mets. I
do not run into many bragging Mets fans nowadays. And if the Yankees continue their
combination of bloated contracts and aged players, the same may happen to them.
Red Sox fans in general have a good knowledge of the game. They can tell
you who the starting rotation is and most of the lineup. I've developed a system to test
Yankees fans when they start giving me trouble if I'm wearing Sox apparel. T first ask
when the last time the Yankees won a World Series was. You wouldn't believe how
many do not know. They know it's sometime within memory, but not the exact year.
Then I ask who the manager is. He's one of the most successful in baseball history, and
a guy that even Red Sox fans have to admire (especially for some boneheaded bullpen
management in the postseason). About half of them can get this. Then I ask the socalled fan to name the starting rotation and here's where the wheels fall off. Even real
fans sometime have trouble answering this one with the revolving door the Yankees
fielded this year.
I think it's also important to bring up the alleged Curse of the Bambino. Yankees fans love to promulgate in the form of signs and shirts. There's no such thing as
curses. Even if I were superstitious, I still wouldn't believe this tale for simply rational
reasons most people haVen't pondered. Why exactly would Babe Ruth put a curse on
the Red Sox, a team he won several championships for, because they sold him to the
Yankees where he went on to win several more and become the most famous hitter of
all time? Am I missing something?
For all the Red Sox fans who have been suffering with me, enjoy what the
team accomplished. It was absolutely amazing and that much more satisfying because
of who we did it to. And next time the Yankees fans start rankling you, give them
my quiz and remind
them about the Curse
of Giambi (the Yankees
have failed to win the
Series ever since signing
the one-time MVP to a
massive contract no other
team could counter),
which we can only hope
continues for another 80
years. We'll see how
many fans they have
then.

Sox)? It's so much easier to join the bandwagon and to hate the Yanks. Even Stop &
Shop sells Red Sox hats and balloons. As a resident of Fairfield since birth, 1 cannot
remember one time when I have seen so much Sox paraphernalia.. Who else is going to
become a fair weather fan?
The trend to be Yankees haters has become a major phenomenon. Has it really
become more important for anti-Yanks to remind NYY fans thai fheir team lost in the
ALCS rather than to celebrate a well-deserved victory for the Sox?
Despite the ALCS loss, the Yanks still have had an incredibly memorable season.
The Yankees hit more homers (242) and engineered more comeback wins (61) than ever
before, and completed the first 100-plus win three-peat in franchise history. Mariano
Rivera saved his 300th game and leads with 53 saves and both Mike Mussina and
Kevin Brown picked up their 200th wins. NYY fans have proven to be the number one
supporters for their team with a total of 3,775,292 attendees for their 79-game season,
averaging 47,788 spectators a game, according to ESPN. The Red Sox, falling short at
ESPN's 12th spot, had a total of 2,837,304 fans for 81 games, averaging 35,028 spectators a game. Ouch.
Well, all in all, there is no competitive rivalry in sports like there is between the
New York Yankees and the Boston Red Sox. There is nothing like good, clean fun
between fans, despite the fact that Boston fans get so out of hand that a death of an
innocent bystander has recently occurred. We will always despise each other, and until
next year Bo Sox,
XO SOB,
Jessica Holmberg
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

CROSS-COUNTRY

Men and women leave this week for Orlando, Fla. where
they will participate in the MAAC championships on Saturday
at Disney's Wild World of Sports Complex. Junior Shannon
Kenefick and senior Bryan Mahoney led the women's and men's
teams, respectively, at last year's event in the Bronx, N.Y.

ATHLETE: Jill Macari .
SPORT: Golf

WOMEN'S SWIMMING

YEAR: 2005

Super-soph Brittany Hunter picked up right where she
left off last year, when she set 12 individual school records,
by winning three events en route to the Stags' season opening 139-105 win over Niagra last Saturday. Freshman Liz
Lawlor set a school record in the 100 yard breast stroke, and
was part of the winning team in the 200 yard medley relay.
Next up for women and men: Georgetown and Providence;
1:00 p.m. at the Rec Plex.

HOMETOWN: Reading,
Mass.
Macari was named a finalist for the John Wooden
Trophy for the student athlete who best displays
character, teamwork and citizenship off the playing
field. Macari spent last semester abroad, donating
time to and raising money for an orphanage 20 miles
southeast of Cape Town, South Africa.

MEN'S SOCCER

Freshman Jimmy Gaughan scored his first collegiate
points in last Sunday's 2-1 win over Siena College at Lessing
Field. The win was just the second home win of the year, and
the first home win in MAAC play. They are now 6-5-1 overall
and 3-3-1 in the MAAC. Next up: Nov. 5 at St. Peter's.

Do you know someone who should be named Athlete of the Week?
E-mail in your suggestions to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Play like champions
BY DAN SHANNON

Please allow me to preface this article with the following statement: I love
Fairfield, its students, the campus, the faculty, the location, and I wouldn't want to be
anywhere else. With that said...
I took a trip to Notre Dame this weekend to see the annual (well not anymore)
"Holy War" between the Fighting Irish of
Notre Dame and Boston College.
I love sports and everything that comes
along with them, and college football is,
arguably, one of the most pure forms of
sport in existence.
We arrived on Saturday morning and
toured the campus, took in the sights of the
stadium, "touchdown Jesus" (a 200-squarefoot painting of Jesus with both of his hands
raised, let's just say this would be tasteless
if it wasn't at the most Catholic school in
the country).
Oh yeah, we also saw Joe Montana
walking around with his son. Seeing a
former Super Bowl Champion/living legend cruising around with his son is one of
those things you can only get at a place like
Notre Dame.
It was a pretty standard college visit until 6:00 p.m. when we attended the pep-rally
for the football game; this is about the point
where my jealousy for not having a powerhouse football team at Fairfield began.
We walked into the basketball stadium
to a crowd that couldn't have been more
excited to be there.

The dorms were coordinated by color,
chanting and dancing in unison. This crowd
was incredible; they were better than a procrowd because, frankly, they cared more and
they were better than most college crowds
because they were just so
prepared.
I thought I was seeing
the coolest non-athletic
college event until the
one and only Regis Philbin stood up and gave the
crowd a pep talk.
Ty Willingham, Notre
Dame's head football coach
(the first black head coach
in the school's history),
spoke passionately to the
students, as did two of
the team captains and an
alumni member.
As an intense supporter
of Boston sports, I obviously went to
root for BC, but after seeing this pep-rally,
I was ready to go Benedict Arnold all over
the Eagles.
We woke up at 7 a.m. the next morning
so that we could get to the parking lot and
take in the whole college football tailgating
experience.
We got in the car around 8:00 a.m. and
headed to the supermarket to pick up some
ice to keep our soda cold for the day, and
then it started raining. The first thought that
went through my mind was, "it's before 9:00
a.m. on a Saturday and it's raining, no one's

One Fairfield student recounts his
weekend trip to a Notre Dame football game

going to be there."
Well apparently my prediction was
off by about 60,000 students, alumni and
other fans.
People were showing up with tents,
umbrellas, ponchos, or just
a cooler and an SUV roof
to stay dry under (take a
guess as to which category
I fell into). The day was
already great and it wasn't
even noon.
We walked into the
stadium and one of the
guys I was with aptly said,
"This is the most beautiful
sight these eyes have ever
seen."
There truly is nothing
better than listening to a
college student quote Rudy
Contributed Photo while he's half in the bag.
As true Boston fans, my
brother and I went right up to the BC student
section and were immediately at a 900 to
79,100 disadvantage. We watched the first
quarter and then we decided to complete our
Notre Dame experience by heading to their,
student section.
When I say that these students organized like people from Riverdance, in this
midst of trying to fit in, I found myself
with both of my arms around my neighbors
humming the alma mater. I shook my keys
on third down and I even attempted the
Notre jig.

I knew it was time to leave when BC
was close to within a touchdown and I whispered a minor celebration, at which point
the two girls in front of me turned around
with looks to kill. I held on until the end of
the third quarter and I made my trek back
to the BC section.
The Irish have lost to BC four years in
a row, but BC ended up winning the game
on a fruitless final drive by Notre Dame in
the best live game I've ever seen.
I've always wanted to know what I was
missing by not having a college football
team and now I know.
At this point you're probably thinking, "Why doesn't this jerk just go to Notre
Dame?" If I were you, I'd be thinking the
same thing.
So let me finish with this: Yes, it was
awesome, but Fairfield is better. Fairfield
has townhouses, the beach and fair policies
that respect the needs of students.
Notre Dame students stay in dorms
all four years unless they want to move 10
minutes off campus to an expensive apartment complex. They also have these things
called "parietals" which mean that if they
find a member of the opposite sex in your
room past 2 a.m. than you are automatically
expelled.
Generally, the only thing they have on
Fairfield is the football experience.
But take my word for it; go see a powerhouse school play football in their home
stadium. It's an experience that you, as a
college student, deserve.
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Hockey* fans not left out in the cold providei outlet
^;torfhockey
%T
tans
BY DAN AKESON

For the average Fairfield hockey fan,
the past few years have been rough. The
Division I team was cut, MSG Network and
FOX Sports Network were no longer offered during hockey season, transportation
to club games were non-existent during the
regular season, and now there may not be
an NHL season.
The average fan who would enjoy going to a Rangers game at Madison Square
Garden or a Bruins game at the Fleet Center
can still see professional hockey during
the lockout. Two of the most successful
and competitive minor league teams in the
American Hockey League are located in
Bridgeport and Hartford.
The Arena at Harboryard is home to the
Bridgeport SoundTigers, the minor league
affiliate of the New York Islanders. Not

only is the team one of the league's elite,
but their main rival is no more than an hour
away. The Hartford Civic Center is home to
the affiliate of the New York Rangers, the
Hartford Wolf Pack. Be sure to show your
Fairfield ID for $12.50
tickets.
If you're a fan but
don't want to make a trip
or pay for tickets, each
team has signed deals
with Fox Sports and MSG
Network to televise a significant number of games.
Fairfield has once again
provided students with
these channels so you can watch from
the comfort of a futon. For schedules and
broadcast information, visit http://www.
theahl.com. For the athletic types, the area
offers recreational ice hockey opportunities

Field hockey to play Sacred Heart

as well. At the Wonderland of Ice, 'home of
the Stags club team, many Fairfield students
play on recreational teams or weekly pickup games. A great way to inquire about
these opportunities is by visiting http://
www.wonderlandofice.
com or by dialing (203)
576-8110.
If you played high
school or travel hockey,
competitive hockey is
available at Fairfield as
well. Last year's inaugural club team had a successful season.
They finished second
in the league, losing in the championship
game.
However, the team unfortunately said
goodbye to some solid seniors and goaltenders. Despite this loss, the team looks

Cursed? Red Sox ahead in World Series
20

one perfect team.
We New Englanders haven't had that
when de-f acto captain Jason Varitek crushed perfection - that team on which the whole is
a Matt Morris offering off the centerfield greater than the sum of the parts - the entire
wall in the bottom of the first.
time. Our beloved old towne team has been
What I'm trying to say here is that out-spent, and in some cases, outclassed for
this isn't about exorcizing demons. It isn't the better part of a century.
about making a call to Heaven and having
But this year, they've been anything
Ted Williams lock The Babe in a closet but out-classed, and they've been anything
for a couple-of weeks to prevent him from but out-played.
Providing a collapse that only one team
working his infamous magic.
It's about having 25 un-perfect guys has pulled of in baseball history (cough,
come together and, for the first time in 86 cough, Yankees), there should be a parade
years, making what has so far proven to be in Boston some time next week.
CONTINUED FROM P.
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N.J. for the NEC tournament this Friday.
They are ranked second in the conference.
combined for the shutout and each had
They will face cross-town rival, third
one save.
seeded Sacred Heart, who the Stags beat 4-3
Fairfield dominated the shot category in overtime, earlier this the season.
23-4.
"If we play with the same amount of
With the win, the Stags earned one of heart and desire on Friday, as when we
four spots in the NEC tournament. Rider, played them in September, we will be
Sacred Heart and Monmouth also
successful," said Captain Andrea
earned spots in the tournament.
Caputa '05.
In the game against Lock Haven,
The Stags have had a great
turnout
by their freshman goalies.
Fairfield lost in overtime, 1-0, scoring at 71:36 off a penalty corner.
Callahan and Thomas have each
Callahan gave up one goal and
earned NEC Rookie of the week this
had seven saves.
year and are both solid choices for
Lock Haven ended their season
Coach Leonard this weekend.
with an 18-1 record, but is ineligible
"They both have great skills and
to compete in the NEC tournament
PlZZI have improved 110 percent since the
because of its two year compliance period first week of preseason. They push each
after moving to Division I from Division other to work hard everyday and are a huge
II.
asset to our team," said Pizzi.
Fairfield is 2-1 In overtime games this
Pizzi stated that the biggest problem of
year. The Stags finished with a 7-12 record the season for the Stags has been scoring.
and 5-3 in the conference.
The Stags have been outscored 26 to 37, but
The Stags final regular season game all of the stats are erased and a new season
will be a prep game for the conference begins this weekend.
tournament. They play University of
"We are really looking to peak this
Connecticut, who is ranked seventh in the weekend, win the NEC championship, and
nation.
go into the NCAA play-in game with a lot
Fairfield will head to Lawrenceville, of confidence," said Caputa.
CONTINUED FROM P.

to repeat their success.
"I've responded to more than a dozen
inquiries about the team since last spring; I
expect that number to continue to increase,"
said team advisor Dr. Joan Van Hise. "We
had more skaters and more goalies go out
for the team this year than last."
One major addition to the team was
new coach Marshal Richards, a Fairfield
and former hockey team alum. He coached
the team in his debut tournament to a 1-2 record, defeating Hofstra 8-3. Interested players can contact senior Mike Columbus.
If you're not interested in playing, the
team always appreciates fan support.
"To be honest, the greatest success to
me last year was not in the numbers we
put up on the scoreboard, but instead in
the number of fans we put into the stands,"
said Van Hise.

Men's crew to honor Frank Marx T04
CONTINUED FROM P.
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with a time of 16.42.
The women, like the men, are in a rebuilding year, yet are facing the challenge
well. Last year, five out of eight members of
the varsity boat graduated, while the remaining three are abroad this semester.
"They have exceeded my expectations,"
said women's head coach Andre Albert.
"I'm excited to go to practice with them."
Albert added that although the new
varsity boat members are not necessarily

as strong as the seniors who graduated,
they are "more focused and intense in what
they're doing."
The women will race at the Head of
the Fish in Saratoga Springs this weekend,
with both teams finishing their fall seasons
at the Dowling Invitational in Oakdale,
N.Y., on Nov. 7.
The men's team will dedicate a new
boat to Frank Marx on Saturday during
Alumni Weekend. Marx rowed all four
years of college and served as one of the
team's captain's during his senior year.
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Basketball to host Red-White scrimmage for Alumni Weekend
BY BEN DOODY

Two promising basketball teams will
tip off the public portion of their seasons
this Sunday at Alumni Hall. The Fairfield
women's and men's teams will participate
in Red-White scrimmages for Alumni
Weekend, after completing their first two
weeks of practices.
Athletic Director Gene Doris said last

week that he hopes the event will
"We've had a lot of positive feedback
bring back athletic enthusiasm to
from alumni and from people in the
the weekend in the second year
community about it."
since budget cuts forced the uniThe women, lead by head coach
versity to eliminate its football and
Diane Nolan, return four starters,
hockey programs. Traditionally,
including senior tri-captains Janelle
there is a home football game on
DORIS
McManus, Cathy Dash and Katie
campus on Alumni Weekend.
Hamerer.
"We really think we can center the
The men, meanwhile, have perhaps the
weekend around basketball," Doris said, highest expectations they've ever had under

head coach Tim O'Toole, returning four
starters to a team that went 19-11 last year
despite missing its two leading scorers for
the majority of the season.
Last year there was no basketball event
other than a pep rally, which Doris said was
not very successful.
The women's scrimmage will begin at
11:30 a.m. The men will play at 1:30 p.m.
Admission to both events is free.

DOODY CALLS
BEN DOODY

Curse this!
Sox triumph in October

Elizabeth Cooper/ The Mirror

Cruisin' along: Fairfield men's club crew team warming up before their race in the fortieth annual Head of the Charles Regatta.

Love that dirty water
BY ELIZABETH COOPER

Fairfield's men's and women's crew teams took a trip to
Boston this weekend as they
raced in the fortieth annual Head
of the Charles Regatta.
The event, which drew
approximately 7,(100 rowers
and 30,000 spectators, began
Saturday morning. Competi-

tors from around the world,
including rowers from Australia,
Ireland, England and Scotland
were present.
Fairfield's men's team raced
in the club eights category and
faced stiff competition from
48 other teams in the event's
first race of the weekend. They
finished 35 out of 49 with a time
of 11.25.

Crew teams row in prestigious
Head of the Charles Regatta

Coach Jim Heneghan was
pleased with the performance.
"They rowed very well,"
he said, adding that with about
30 rowers in the program, the
season is going well.
"We're working right now
physically to get in better shape
for performance," he said.
Co-captain John Mullen '06
mirrored his coach's optimism.

"I'm really happy with how
the team is coming together,
considering we lost five of eight
rowers from the varsity boat last
year," he said.
The Fairfield women, who
didn't race until Sunday, competed in the collegiate women's
eights category and finished
SEE "MEN'S" ON P.
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Field hockey heading
to NEC tourney
BY SCOTT APUZZO

The field hockey team split
two games over the weekend, but
clinched a spot in the Northeast
Conference tournament in their
inaugural season in the conference.
Fairfield locked up a playoff
berth with a 6-0 victory over last
place St. Francis last Friday.
Allison Mays '07 scored the
first goal of the game at 2:55 on
a pass from Kelly Rath '06. Rath
would then score a goal 11 minutes later. The goal was assisted
by Katie Braden '08.
This is all the Stags needed
to take care of St. Francis. Braden
would add another goal before the

half on a pass from Rath.
The Stags scored three goals
in a nine-minute span in the second half. Mays' second goal of
the game was assisted by Nicole
Mazzocchi '07.
Not more than two minutes
later, Mazzocchi scored off a
penalty corner. Sam Heule '08
and Lauren Pizzi '05 assisted
the goal.
Pizzi put the end to St. Francis with another goal for the
Stags.
Freshmen Elizabeth Thomas
and Lauren Callahan eached
played one half in goal. They
SEE "FIELD" ON P.
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Nancy Sidnam/ The Mirror

Loose ball: Sam Heule '08 playing against St. Francis Friday.

Let me begin with this: there has been a
colossal miscalculation in the interpretation
of baseball paternity tests that led many in
the greater New York area to believe Pedro
Martinez was the oft-abused son of the New
York Yankees.
Truth is that of the Yankee offspring in
the major leagues - not one of them plays
for the American League Champion Red
Sox, who stunned the world last week by
becoming the first team in baseball history
to overcome a 3-0 deficit to win a postseason series.
Truth is, all of that talk about Babe
Ruth haunting the Red Sox, as I've been
saying all along, is a bunch of Bambinosized bull.
What the so-called Curse boils down
to is two bad managerial decisions (John
McNamara putting in hobbling veteran Bill
Buckner on the field in Game 6 of the 1986
World Series against the Mets, and Grady
Little leaving Pedro Martinez on the mound
in Game 7 of the 2003 ALCS against the
Yankees), decades of bad teams, and one
colossal joke-job (blowing a double digit
lead in the AL East in 1978).
Yet that still wasn't as bad as the one
the Yankees pulled off last week.
For proof that the Curse never really
existed let's look back at the first few games
of the World Series, in which the Sox were
well on their way to winning at press time,
holding a commanding 3-0 lead over the St.
Louis Cardinals.
If ever a team was not cursed, it was
the Sox, who made eight - that's right, eight
- errors in two games, and still managed to
win them both.
A team that, after proclaiming itself
Mariano Rivera's "daddy" in the ALCS,
got a game winning home run by Mark
Bellhorn, who picked splinters out of his
butt on the Cubs bench before struggling
to stay above the Mendoza line in hitter
friendly Colorado last year.
If ever a team was not cursed, it was a
team that scored all six of its Game 2 runs on
two-out hits, including the first World Series
triple hit by a catcher in nearly a decade,
SEE "CURSED?" ON P.
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